RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
with lectures to students living near Cambridge, had by 18 80 grown to Newnham College with a Hall of Residence, now Sidgwick Hall, in fine grounds and with eighty-five students, and that in 1881 it was granted the privilege that its students should be admitted to the Honours Examinations, and the places they took in the examinations indicated in the class list; and that after 1880 he and Mrs Sidgwick carried on the work with unabated activity and success. This work will secure him a prominent place in the list of pioneers in Education.
Another subject on which he spent an immense amount of time and work was Psychical Research. He began taking an interest in such subjects when an undergraduate, for then he joined a society called the Ghost Society, founded by Archbishop Benson when he was at Cambridge, and of which it is believed Dr. Westcott was Secretary, for the investigation of ghost stories. Accounts of abnormal experiences such as hallucinations, premonitions, phantasms of the dead and living and those occurring at spiritualistic seances were published from time to time, but no one troubled to test the evidence in support of them. By 1882 two eminent men of science, Sir William Crookes and A. R. Wallace, had expressed their belief in Spiritualism, but by scientific men in general such subjects were regarded as " untouchables " ; anyone touching them would lose caste.
This was most unsatisfactory, for if even a very minute fraction of the things reported were true, the results were of transcendental importance and would revolutionise our ideas about physical as well as spiritual things. The Psychical Society was founded largely through the zeal and energy of Professor W. F, Barrett in 1882 to investigate questions of this kind; and Sidgwick consented
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